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probiems of rural subdivision. The
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RURAL SUBDIVISION -
WHAT Is THE REAL PROBLEM?

By Adrienne Young Cooper - Hill Young Cooper Lid

the paucity, throughout New Zealand,
of monitoring of the effects of rural
subdivision

It is no wonder then, that Councils
taced with the new requirements of
promoting the sustainable management
of resources, focusing on the
management of effects, are adopting
less than “laissez faire” approaches to
rural subdivision.

For whatever reason, there is little
research into the effects of existing
levels of intensive and lifestyle
subdivision, or indeed other types of
rural subdivision. Unitil stich research
is widely available (the Minister
referred to one injtiative - there are
several others} a cautionary approach
to opening the door to “market rules”
is consistent with the purpose and
principles of the Act.

POTENTIAL TO UNDERMINE

The demand for lifestyle countryside
living, if unconstrained, could have the
potential to severely undermine the
sustainable use of land in many parts of
the country - if it hasn't already. Qur
forebears sensibly chose to locate many
urban areas close to, or on land of easy
contour and high productivity, easily
developed, with food sources close by -
considerations that w : more relevant

and Hastmgs, Nelsom Rxéhmend and
f.the best and

abeut these éffects, as fhe subdiwsmn

of rural [and, in high demand areas, is
to all intents and purposes an
irreversible process.

UNCONSTRAINED POLICIES

There are areas of New Zealand
where lifestyle and other relatively
unconstrained policies have
“governed” rural subdivision for some
years, in areas of high demand. There
are other areas where the conservative
approaches referred to in the Minister's
speech are the order of the day. In
other words, thez
“laboratories” w!
monitoring and’ zmalys:s could bee
carried out. R

The Minister suggests sophlstlcated
approaches which better value the
impacts (and costs} of intensive rural
subdivision, resulting in less distorted
values of rural land by comparison
with urban land. Again there is a great
paucity of research which could
identify what the true impacts and
costs of rural subdivision are, and the

manner in which some of those costs
could be captured as part of the
subdivision process.

Bold new initiatives in unleashing
controls on rural subdivision can only
FOLLOW analysis of research and
monitoring of the environmental and
wider effects of the intensification and
gentrification of rural land.

BETTER INFORMATION WILL
FOCUS AND DIRECT

T‘he real problem with rural :
subdivision is too little momtormg and
research for too long. Better

' mformahon will focus and direct
. policies prepared under the Act, to be
. based on the real effects of rurai
Subdlvwmn and no’t on the pre;udices
o of the pas.t : :
-Spmkm Cariser promdz,s n oyportuméy f@r RMLA
Tretnbers to dbate any sub}ac} relating to rasourcc :
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