
DIRECT REFERRAL PROCESS FOR RESOURCE CONSENTS

Yes

Yes

No

Application lodged
(direct referral can be requested from 

lodgement any time up until five  
working days after submissions close)

Application notified

Submissions closed

Direct referral granted Direct referral declined
Council advises applicant  

and provides reasons

Does the applicant object and 
overturn the decision? (s87E(9))

Application processed by  
council and decision made under 

normal consenting processes 
(ss87F(1) and 87I)

Council hearing 
(within 15 working days or 30 working 

days if evidence pre-circulated)

Council decision issued 
(in 10 working days if no hearing held)

Application non-notified or  
request for direct referral made 
after non-notification decision

Request for direct referral  
returned (ss87E(2)/87E(4))

Application processed by council
(if request for direct referral is received 

before notification is decided the  
request can be deferred until  

notification is decided) (s87E(3))

Council prepares report for the 
Court and provides copies to 

applicant and submitters
(20 working days after submissions close 

or 20 working days after council grants 
referral request, whichever is longer) 

(ss87F(3) to 87F(5))

Applicant lodges notice of motion 
and affidavit with Court and  

serves copies on submitters and 
advises Court copies served
(10 working days to notify council  
and lodge with Court) (s87G(2))

Council provides the Court with  
all information – application,  

report, submissions, other 
information and reports (s87G(3))

Application follows the Environment 
Court process to decision

(Part II and ss104 to 112 and 138A apply)

Any consent granted by  
the Court is the responsibility  

of the relevant council

Does the applicant still want to 
proceed to the Environment Court?

Notice of motion lodged within  
10 working days?

Is the application complete?
(s88(3))

Application and/or request for 
direct referral returned (s87E(1))

Yes  
(s87F(2))

No

No

Council makes decision  
on direct referral 

(within 15 working days of the  
notification decision or of the  

request for direct referral)


